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[Sempa]: It is a word used in
Japanese to refer with respect to
someone in your own work or school,
but has more experience or is older
than you.
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Disclaimer:

Thistranslation has been made bring this novel to the Englistpeaking audience for free. Its distribution for
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be used freely to make adaptations into other languagégou repost this version of the translation, please

keep all of these credits intacThe original novel is copyrighted by Matsuri Hino and Ayuna Fujisaki. The

pictures belong to Matsuri Hinolf and when the novel becomes officially available in English, please buy it

and support the series!!!

[Sama] very formal word of Japanese,
which is used to give understand a
deep respect and / or admiration for
the person named.

PLEASE NOTE: This translation was originally from Japanese to Spanish, then Spanish to English.

Because of these layers of translation, it isnotto be taken as absolute fact / canon, there are
some oddness in it and things that may not be quite right, and it is probably more of a semi -close
facsimile made for people's enjoyment only. DO NOT take this as complete canon.

This version of the transian was posted ohttp:www.myvampireheart.com
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A little more explanation , because | want to make sure everybody gets this poiRtease understand that
this copy comes to us via several layers of translatidlaturally, this means that some things may end up
literally "lost in translation" LOL. Koneko1991 aifBlackened Wingggree that there are some passages,
scenes and situations that don't necessarily make perfect sense and occasionally it is @iffellivho is
speaking during a mulplerson conversation.

While editing | tried to smooth that out as much as possible, but occasionally | had to leave it a little dubious
because | truly wasn't sure how to fix it. This means, of course, that | caudldometimes put the wrong

words into the wrong person's mouth, made them act in ways they shouldn't be acting or misconstrued what
was intended when re€onstructing a sentence or paragraph. So, to anyone who has read the original version, |
apologize iradvance for any mangling that may have occurred. Likewise, | didn't want to totallsitecevery

single word, so the sentence structure and way of saying things is a little odd or different sometimes. Please
keep in mind that if and when an official trslation of the book ever comes out (which I really hope it will!!) it
may end up different on some points than this translation, although | believe this copy has the main gist of the
plot intact.

This is an effort born out of love for the series and tlesice to put more VK into the hands of those of us who
are sadly lacking multingual skills (like me! XD). It may not be perfect, but hopefully it will give enjoyment to
those who have been curious about the novel and want to read a little more aboMKhgorld we love. )

If you will, please think of this as more of a "detailed summary" than a complete translation, okay? Would
make me feel better.:)



Chapter 1

"On St Xocolat'sDay, since it is only on@year, want to give chocolatéo the person that I like:.. Forany
young girtto think that isnormal. However,in the real world, a desire so humble as this is much naifeeult
to implement than it seems.

At Cross Academ$at Xocolat'sDayalwaysinitiated a fierce battle.On sunset of that dayuring class
changeoveraracebeganwhich mighthave beerentitled "Students of théday Classattack! How many oyou
candeliverchocolate?"But even so, every year on that day practicelrgry girl inthe Day Clasbeganpiling up
since morning tgarticipate. This makehe probability of victory undoubtedly very low.

Ahh ... it's impossible. As | expectdtkreare a veritable mountain of girls going after Kanasana...

Evenamong theNight Classtudents, who are themselves tledite interms of exquisite beauty, thergtood
apartthe wonderl figure of gprince. ThisvasKaname Kurarieader ofthe Night Qass president of the Moon
Dormitory.

Cross Academiyadtwo different studentgroups There was daytime class and a nighttime class, both of
which use the same classroontmit have no other interactian Atdusk, when theclass changeveroccurs,
comnotion and disordekvere common. OnSt Xocolat'sDay, however, it is only a smakxaggeration to say
that it wasdifficult to escapealive from that mountairof incandescenthysterical girls. Ae probability of not
beingable to deliver your chocolatwasextremely high.

Therefore, he goal that Fuuka Kisardwrbored presentedanany tough obstacles to overcomé.would not be
so easy to be the first person to deliver chocolate to the object of her admiration.

Uh ... you're too popular, Kanarsama...

But this was no timéor regretsor giving up Afreshman class the Day Clasd-uukavas determinedo make
her objective no matter what she had to do

If trying to do this ira manner that respects the rules is impossiblien| have nochoice!
So a plawas made Adaringplan to bringher chocolate to Kanamim his very room.Once the decision was

made, Fuukavould let nothing sway herAfter all, St Xocolat'sDayis the day of the decisive battle between all
girlsin love.
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To hear footsteps here at this time of day was ra@onfidently, ashort girl with soft,dishevelechair walked
hurriedlyacross the grass

"Hey, come on... Fuuka! We'll get caught and be punished, surely! To enter the Dwos- to enter the
bedroom ofsomeonein the Moon Dorms.. it's a stupid idea!"



Behind Fuuka rapidly striding formthere followed another young girin glasses. Her name was Kanae and she
kept looking around, scare®lVhat they were doing fehoit of properetiquette fora decent student.Their
breaths seemed loud in thabsolute silence.

"It's after lights out! V% are violating the rule agashleaving our bedroomat night! And according to school
rules ..."

Despite the anguished expression Kanae face, Fuuka did not stdanae, you can go if you wantdn carry
out this plan alone."

"Fuuka, agour roommate and your best friend, | think | ought to syau."

Without payingthe slightest attention to the words of Kanae, Fuukdsitydeeply.As ifthis wasn't dangerous
enough Kanaemustlectureon like a school prefect | should not have confessed my intentidive only made
her worryunnecessarily.

"Hey, Fuukaareyou listeningo me? Comelet's get out of here silentlipefore we're heard.”

Fuuka understoodkanae's feelings quiteell. Cross Acadenwas in general attended by respectable young
people frominfluentialfamilies anchobodyhadcourage enough to break the school ruldsven for herthis
was the first timeshe had ever considered goingt in the middle of the night andneaking intdhe Moon
Dormitory.

"I'm only inspectinghe area, Kanael told you,you can return tahe room already!"

"Fuukaaaa...'Noting that, despitéher efforts, nothingwas notgoing to stop her best friendKanae's voice
began to shake a little.

Fuukacould feel her friend's concernd she appreciated.itlf shewere caught, it would not end with just
being sent back ther room It would mean a bad mark imer record withthe education ministry, a sermon
from the Sun Dorm presiderdndavery badpunishment.. perhaps een expulsion from school.

Expulsion woulde veryugly ... my family . the thoughtmade acold sweatbreak out over her bodyNo! There
must beno doult. If | thinkof Kanamesama, | am not afraid!

Giving chocolate to the person you like 8t Xocolat'sDay.. it was about more than justhocolate it was
aboutthe feeling thatwent with it. Admiration, ecitement - that strangefeeling inher chestthat causecher
heartto pound That wonder about him gt madeher feel like she was floatingKkanamethat mysterious being
whom Fuukacould only watch from afar

That was whyhe was doing this must, | don'tare! He seemed to her the most impauntt person aschool,
the prince, the king ... the ongho deserved athe titles of nobility in the world He had never noticed her, but
she had not expected him to, why should H&® ... Kanamd;m here ... And | like you!

If just once, she couldrfd a way to let him knoythat would besufficient. It was the need to realize that desire
whichhadprompted herdetermination to give her chocolate to Kaname before any of the otteerd,led to the
daringSt Xocolat'sDaymission"bringingKanamechomlate to hisroom".
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The idea wao outsmart the rush at the gates. The mornings@fXocolat'sDay, she wouldslip into theMoon
Dorm and leave her chocolate in Kaname's Rodimt way at least, she'd get it to hirheforeanyoneelse

"Look, forthis plan to work iis essential tanake an inspection of the territory! So let me go, please!"
"You're stubborn! You have a lot of courage, bwithout preparation, withoutany defense ..

"Precisely why the momentum and desae important! St Xocolat'sDayis only once a yearNo matter what
happens] will not regret anything."

"Aaaa...! Okay, fine! | ed've been a fool trying tstopyoufor your sake. Do as you pleeas long ayouhave

U]

'no regres.

Kanae, snorting with rage, turnedvay, but she had not gone more than a few steps when she heard Fuuka's
voice behincher.

"Oh, wait, Kanae!"

"What do you want? It's too late to apologize'.Kanaeturned back, thinking that perhaps Fuuka had
surrendered to reason at last.

But sudienly, Fuuka knelt, clasping her hands in a posture of supplication.
"Fuuka?"

"Please! This is the last favawill askyouin my entirelife ... pleasé'

"Eeh ...?"

"I need to stand on someone's shoulders to jump the wallome please!"
"What are you talking about?aVho do you think | am?

Undoubtedly, the solid wall that stood before timewas not something that couloke crosed with a simple
jump. It was impossible to climb and there was nothémgundthat would be useful for support.

The easiest way to enténe Moon Dormsawas, of course, by theaingate. But residents of th&un Dormitory
and those of the Moon Dormitoryere mutuallyforbidden to cross the boundaries of their owespective
aress, so thee was no choice but teeekan alternate route.The wallookedas impassible today as eveuytb
Fuukawas alreadyoreaking the rules by being outside after curfew and isitiended to cross at any cost.

"Come on ... What do you sayFuuka's eyes sparkled as she looked at hendrie

"Fine ... since I'm already here ... | guess it can't hi¢ahaesupposedhat her headstrong, stubborn andirect
friend must really liked this bay



"I'll return the favor!After St Xocolat'sDay, | promisewe'll go together to the city, my &at andyou can eat
whateveryou most desire."

"Okay"

"With the help of her friend, Fuuka got tipthe top of the wall. Sinctheir gymnasticslass was taught very

well, they managed it without too much effort or chance of a. felom her perch,tanding on topof the wall,
Fuuka looked outvith admirationuponthe magnificenthe visionbefore hereyes. The vision of the Moon
Dormitory.

"Well ... I'm going!" Fuukevhispered goodbye to her friend amtisappearedver the other side of the wall
"Never give up, Fuuka ..." Kanahispered in a very, very lowice although she knew she wadready alone.
*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

"Uaah ...!I"

The distance of the drop was longer than she expected and Fuuka lost her balance upon landing. H8he caug
herself on her hands, scratching her palms badly enough to draw blood. Her heart was pounding in fear and her
legs hurt from the impact of the high fall.

"Ouch ... Well, at least we can cafesi one infiltration operationtrue success, no?"

Tears 6 pain stung her eyedut now wasnot the time for that. Shequicklypulled herself together and set off
for Kaname's room

Come to think of it. whee is Kanamesama's room?

Because th®ay andNight Clastad always beeseparatedshe knew nothin@bout the Moon Dorm or it's
layout.

It's got to be somewhere...
After she thought for a momentan idea struck.

I know! Since it is the president's bedroatmust be the best hawe to find a room with curtainthat seem
expensive.l.

Reclaining her courage, Fuuka turrteto one side of the buildinghlthoughshe had crossed the feecthe

dormitory itself was still a little distance ofShe was walking gingerly atrgting not tolet her footsteps make
any noise In this wayshe entered tothe gardens.The belroom she decided was Kaname&ssnear the end
of the garden It was already quite late but there were plenty of lights showing throughodroomwindows

AsFuuka understoodt, the organization ofhe evenirg classes was diffent from that of the daytime.
Apparently, the agenda wasfferent and attendance was optional rather than mandatory. They were advanced

6



classeslivided into different specialties and fields.

"Hownice it must be.. and look at he bedrooms, they're shuge .." Fuuka unconsously swallowed,
overwhelmed.

"This isn't good. Whatis agirl doingwalking alone at this hour of theight?" A crystalline voice suddenly spoke
from somewhere behind her.

Oh, ml've been caught Fuukafelt her blood runcold. She hadn't heard or even sensed anyone near!
"You are ... day Classtudent?"

"Sorry! | knowbroken the rules!Thisis ... Sorry!"There was no responsée'T ... This.." Fuukalooked up and
whenshe sawthe face of he persorbefore her,she almost fainted.

"KaKana ... Kurasempai?!"

Black haithat night the wird shiftedsoftly. A presencéhat was bothbreathtaking and majestic, with a hint of
sweetnessAnair of mysterious godike beautywhich attracted every eye towards himTrhee hewas. The
reason forher late night incursion Kaname Kuran

Wow, | failed imnot being discovered, binsteadmeetKarame ... This is really luckigbther than feeling upset
by this unexpected turn of eventlser chest was filletiappiness.

Sre hadnever thoughtshewould actuallymeet Kaname. It was also tHest time he had ever beeso close.
Before, shéhadonly seen from afaduring class changeoverhe&had always refrained from niirg withmob of
Day Clasgirls by the gates during ahgeover and instead preferred to wattlrtively from a distance.

Hewas a wonderfuperson to observe from afat dusk but seeing him up clodike thiswas even better

Under the moonlighKaname was compie, like a true kingsomehow Fuuka almasfeared that if she spoke,
the vision wouldmelt - would simply disappear if she tried to reach out dadch it. Hr cheeks burned, turning
red.

"Are you all right.? Are you sick”aname frownedh concern as hsurveyedher. He moved closer, ftiner
cuttingthe distance bawveen them. Fuuka felt like her heart was going to explode

"V-very good! Perfectly.

"I see ... theryou should returrto yourroom, and the night is full afangers."

"Hey,um... Are youwoing to tell the teachesthat I...?"

Sinceshehad been discovered, it was obvious thia¢ punishment was comindt was something-uukahad

known was possiblom the momentshe first settled on the plaitHowever, after meeting &ame and even
gettingto exchange somgords wth him, she definitely hadho regrets whatsoever.



Kaname, gently angracefullyplaced onendex finger
on his lips:'About tonight... I'll keep it a secreét.

"Ssecret ...? But ... why?"

"This evening, tharktoyou, | have discovered
something veryriteresting ... consider thanks for
that."

Tempted by the most beautifwf smilesFuukanodded.
Whywouldhe..? AlthoughKaname's sngl was very
kind, shecould nothelp feeling almostiominated by a
strange force.

Thankgo me? Kanamesama what canyouhave
discovered®hile Fuuka thought thjaname turned
his head a# glancingowards someongalthoughthere
wasno one was there, nothing but darkness.

"Well, well ... Th@ateis in that direction. Be careful.

SuddeniHanabusaido, AkatsukiKain, Ruk&ouenand
Takumadchijouappeared from the darkness where
there hadseemed to be no one, walking gracefully.
Theyappearedalmost ight next to Fuukawhosehead
wasstill a little bowed

"They will guide you to the gate."

Thefigureswho stepped forwardvere those of Hanabusa Aido and Akatsuki Kain.

"Aido-sempai, Kairsempai ...?'Unconsciously, Fuuka covered her mouth with both hands in surfriegwere
here? Ichijousempai and Souesempaitoo? Of the Night Classtudents, hose four seemetb alwaysbe
especially neaKaname. Tmeet them toa.. it was certainly too good.

Aido, withhisfine beauty, could pass without doubfar a celebrity while Is cousin Kain, who was at his side,
lookedsomehow morewild. Ichijou,with hisbeauty andchisair as an adult, and Ruka, who seemed glikea
porcelain doll, adorably beautiful.

"For someone like yoto bein the Day Class. it cannotbe. Of course, you did not give me that feeling."
Kaname's smile hadfaint touch nystery.

What? Do you mean thdlm pretty? Or do you mean I'm just a stuptddent who breaks the school rules?
Suddenlhyher head was spinning. To cable confusion irher mind a little, Fuukaestedher face in her hand<>
Calm down ...

Seeing Fuka doing that, Ruka whisperedlt seems we've foundne, right, Kanamesama?"



"If that's what you thinkmaybe you and the others should try to become friemdsle you guide her."
Kaname's quiet whisper did not reach Fuuka's ears

"Come on, come orit's very late"
"Ah, 0-okay." Fuukawasconsiderably surprisetb find herself beingqugged alongy the arm by Ruka. Against
all appearancesshewas muchstrongerthan sheseemedby just looking at heiit wasimpossibleto pull away

Looking over &r shoulder regretfullyshesawKaname wave farewell

"Eeh ... Good nightlRealizing that their meeting was endjriguuka realized that neithef them had been
properly introduced "Kurartsempai, I'm Fuuka...!"

"Good evening, Fuuka.

Uuaaah! Kaame-sama has called me by my nanfi@ood night' Fuuka said goodbywith the height of
happiness. So much so thgtte didnot even noticed the look he gave Rukawho wasstill holdingher arm.

*kkkkkkkkkkkhhkkhkkhkhik
"Well, now.. why did you come outiere?' Kain asked as he walked beside Fuuka.
Fuukastill felt like she was walking in a dream, delighted to be with them, and it took her a moment to respond.

"Ah! Ths, you see, well ... uh ... St. Xocolat's Day you $eeant tobe thefirst to give chocolate to Kuran
sempai, so | came here find hisroom ..."

"Thatcertainly takes aurage, eh, I'm surehat even Kaname will be amazed." Ichijou commented.

Fuuka watched hinthinking that in that wold there were people who coulcbnsidered Knamea friendand
even call hin by his first nameShe liked that.

"Of course, you had a fudea."

"If it is true ... we can say that so far there has been no one liké ¥@inchuckled about the brave and
impetuous planand hislaughter wasacconpanied by Ruka.

Aido was theonly one who walkedvordlessly. Duringlass changeovehe was always one of the nsb
affectionatetowards theDay Clasgirls, but theAido whoalways smile@nd flirted at those times was currently
nowhere to be seenFulkadidn't really know him of courséut she certainlyfelt that his attitude was very
different fromwhat she might have expected

Could it be thadido isreallya serious andasponsible person@aybe he didn't want tespeak to someone who
had slippe out in the middle breaking the school rules.

"Oh, I can see the main entranderom here you have to gm alone, wil be careful, eh? You know wge ae
not allowed to entethe Sun Dormitories either."



When Fuuka saw that it was time teturn to her own "world" shegave a little sigland thengave them all a
formal bow.

"Excuse me for today, and please give my apologied@lsaransempai. | will not enter th&loon Dorm
again."

"Huh? No, no, no ... It's okay, come and seevhenever you wat. A girl as interesting as you I'm surprised
we never met When something special happensu forgive thananner of its happening

Seeing the friendly smilRukagaveasshe spoke thosevords, unwittingly gave Fuuka stattluh? Really?"
"Why rot? It also seems that you are interestin president Kan, and that ... What's wrong?"

Crossindnisarms behindchishead, Kain nodded in approvadlNext timejust come through the front door when
you want to visit But,Of course, thisvill be a secré from the other grls, huh?"

"Yeahyight. | will not tell anyone!"

"Well then, goodbyé.

"Good night?

After saying goodbye analalking out through the dookuukabegan torun, euphoric.

This is somgat! | could not imagine something like tisuld happen!Talking to Kaname ... he even calfad
by mynaméd To benvited to come agaito see them anytime. | have to tell Kanae!

"Ah .."

Fuuka suddenly stoppeas she remembered that this had to be a secret, even from Kah&ert to have to
hide something like this fronmer best friand, especially since she h&gd helpedcarry out the plan. Despiteer

happinessat meetingthem all,she had mixedieelings when thinkig about having to keej secret.

"Anyway, | have promised to sagthing, so there is no option Forgive me, KanaeShewhispered
apologeti@lly toher friend, whowas probablyalreadyin adeep sleep.

| thought allNight Claspeople would be hiand miss, butvhentalking to them they all seemed very kind and
gentle ...

The dawn was near. Fuuka hurriedh®er room. She never stopped to wonderhy exactly shenight havebeen
treated differently from the others.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkk
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"Yau have returnedsafely, | see.Kanamdistened tolchijourecount wrat happened whiléhalf-recliningon the
sofa in his room.

"Yes Bh ... Fuukavas her nameright?We encouragedcer to come here agai©r mostof us did. Aiddadon
quite thebitter face,he has too much pride ..."

Hearing the words ahe Vice Preglent, a smile orhinted Kaname'dips."Aha..."

At a gesture fronKanamewhich Ichijouwasaccustomed to sdag, he quicklyclosal the curtains in the room.
Soon the sun would ris@ndday would begin in theuman world.Butfor vampires, it was bedtime
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Chapter 2

Uahh ..Fuukawas lost in the clouds. h8 sidned happily hiddenbehind her textbookBeing invitedo go into
the Moon Dormanytimel want ... | would never have imagined that in my wildest drebfrtsis way, I'll really be
able to givethe first chocolate.. what'smore,| mayevengetto giveit directly to Kanameama .. Whaaaha!
Lost in her thoughts, her lips movedconsciouslyWell, if sothen lwill givethe chocolate by handfuuka
Kisaragwas sxteen yearsold. In the primeof life.Butwill Kanamesama like sweets? Rather than somath
sweet, maybe | should make hgomething a little sou... Or a chocolate cakeln this situationevenworry
wasamusing.

"Hey, Kisaragi, are yaalking?"
"Ouch!”

The teacher's heauwyler smacking down on the corner of her desk made Fuuka jump and quickly brought her
back down to earth

"Profe ...I" Abruptly returned to realityfuuka looked up to sedé¢ teachemglaring at her withwatery eyes.

"Whythe hell are you so hapg@yDoit again and/ou can leave the classThe professor pointed to problem on
the blackboard.

Fuuka apparently had not eveealizedshe had just been called upon

"Sorry ..."

Shegot up and walked to the blackboard to solve the problemnoyinga teacher in the middle of clasgs
somethingshameful in a scho@srenowned as Cross AcadenWhen the bell rangsignaling the end of the
first round of classemorning, all sadents took off for lunchFuuka walked besid€anae, and happily opened
the boxwith the food they had bought.

"Fuuka, the plan will work apright? Youwkept smilingduring class ..."

"Ehehehe ..."Asshe hadpromised to Ruka and the others, steuld not say anything about what happened the
night before, not everto Kanae. Buat leastshe thoughtshe could telher that shehad made it to Kaname's
room. It must just be left untold that she ha@ceived permission toome and go from the Moon Dorm
whenever shavanted. Of coursethe main topic of conversmn during the lunchhourwas St. Xocolat's Day
Everyone seemed to be talking about it.

"I will makechocolate forichijou-sempai

"l will give some to Aidgempai..."

"Eeh ...? Bulvon't there be a lot of competition?"
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"No doult, what about Shiki? He's so handssith

On hearing the conversations of their companions, Fuuka was filled with a eéns

uncontainable happines8oth the Aidesempai and the Ichijegempai and the Kaisempai ofwvhomyou speak,
I met them yesterday and tadkl to them personally . They also told him to comena see them whenever |
wanted It was probably a good thing she could not say thanyone. No douh it's goodto have devised the
plan ...Fuuka continued awingher sandwichfilled with satisfaction.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kk

The night wind was cold @ and the white lalo ofher breathhungin airas Fuuka walked

"Sory, Kanae ... Just once more ..."

Wrapped in her thick coafFuukaound she was talking to herself, whisperihgse wads to her friend, who
alreadysleptasshewalkedtowards the Moon Dorms "Today Souensempaitold me tocome through the
front door ... | wonder ieverything will beall right? 11 get caght now, it would be the worst ... " Héttle

shoes suddenly stopped moving.

Maybe | von't be able ta.. The students of thBay andNight Classire alwaysseparated. Perhapheir
invitation to come was merely made out of politeness

The day beforgfinishing what she had startedithout bothering anyone and without beingunishedwasno
doubtwasa matterof luck. FindingKkanamdike thathadbeen a miraclef the kindthat occur only once in
lifetime.

"Maybe I'm being stupid. Maybe | should justeturn to myroom."” Whenshe turned to change directioer
foot strucka pebbe in the road, whiclilew a few yards and tinkled to the floor'Ah ... "

Thedoorto the Moon Dormitoryopened suddaly. Amaidstood there. She bowedith tremendous courtesy.
"Fulka Kisaragéama. Please stdp.

Beyondthe solemn doorFuukasaw he Moon Dormitoryagain A first glancethis luxurious building with its
lights on even in the middle of th@ght seemedlike a casle where there were no night.

"Will they be finishedwith classes?Hhope everyone has had time tmme back to the Dorm." Trying ot to
disturb anyone she walkedslowly,attempting tonot make noise withher footsteps.

Just at the momenshe raised hearm to knock on the door, a figure suddenly appeared before her.
"Gaod! Yes you've comeRukaanswered the dooin welcome.

Rukaappeared so suddentyat Fuuka, who barely haime to prepare mentally for the situation, gulped
nervousy. "Eh ... this ... Good night..."

Inside the dorm breathed a nicdqvomey warmth. Justthroughthe gate was a large lobby tivia
staircase in the corner.
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"Thisisreally ...is it okay ifl sit here?

Ruka nodded and went upstairs. Fuuka began lodkéng andthere, inspecting the place. Seeing the cbu
she finallydecided to sit despitéhe tengon that ran through hebody.After a while, Ruk@ame back with
Ichijoy, Aido and Kain. Atif themwere so incredibly beautiful, that just looking at theseemed to embellish
the atmosphere of the place.

"Fuuka, welcome It's good to see yaulchijou gave her a bright smileA maidappearedbeside himasif from
nowhereandserved tea and sweets fanem all.

"Oh, good evening to all, well, | hojis not abother ... It'sonly because | wamvited, sol thoughtl mightcome
and ... well, here | arh. Ske suddetty got yp and bowed hehead.

"Since you're here, | asked thempostponefinishing their class work frotoday, " Ichijousaid with a smile.
"Come, sit downl ordered food."

"Relax, you're imur house; Kain nodded somewhat abruptly, &hardtone that seemed to fit with his words.
"Yeah, yeahWe have invited youso do not have tavorry aboutanything”

"Thank you! Fuukawas nervous and tense #s smal, clandestine night party began

"Eh... This ... You all study pretite everynight, right? When | come here ... lahe lightsare always on ..."
The naiva-uuka,gnorant of the fact thatll the Night Classtudents werevampires, innocently thought that
they were justsamething "wonderful." Althoughall thesestudents were personsfdigh rank and noble
families everyone wasreated equallyin school.

"Well, there are peopl&ho studythat hard... But | often just read manda.

"Huh?Ichijou-sempai, you likenanga?"

"Sure | find it very entertaining."

"Whaaaha, like them too!"

"Really? | thought th®ay Clasgirls did not reacuchthings. ¥u know,youare all supposed to be serious
studentshereat Academy Cross.

"Yeswell, the truth is that sometimes | can only readhight in mybedroomand nmy roommate often angryne
because of the light"

"l see, apparently it is true that there areanykinds ofstudents in theDay Class." Kain said, reachirtg take
the cup of tea.
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"Yes, | suppose .Fuuka blushedh responseThe direction the conversation had takerade her seem like she
was the only student in thBay Clas&ho wasn't seriousOf course, you would nthink a girl whocould be
expelled for jumping over walils a veryserious and dedicated studeexactly ...

The cupsheheld inher hands was incradly beautiful. The steam that wafted up from tlet teaheld the
sweet scent of rosedt was completely different fronany tea whictshe had had beforéVhen dimking,you
couldalmostfeelthe aroma sliding down your throat and then spreadthgpughaut your body.

"You want some candy, tob?

"Ah, yes, thanks."

While they were offering food and tea, kka glanced furtively at Aidélewas the only one who had not
opened his moth since sittingdown onthe sofa.

Despite hidriendly appearancanaybe he is a little shy? He doest seem to want to talk to me .Even more
than that,though, she noticed that she didn't see Kaname

anywhere.l thoughtl mightses him again ...

Ruka noticedher soft sigh''ls something wrong?"

"Well ... Kurarsempai ...is heresting, already?"

Although she whispered the words, intending oRlyla to hear them,it seemedto reach the ears oéveryone
in the mom. They all froze and stodstill as satues. h an instant, thevarm lobby seemed to cool as ice.

What ...? Tie air is cooled suddenlyFuuka wondered whethahe cold feeling crawling across her skin was
only her imagination

Kain glanced accusilygat Aido. Aido turned to fadeéuuka with an expressiaf disgust

"What do you wantith Kanane-sam&" Hesaid, looking at hewith aeyes full ofsuspicion. The chill in the air
grew even more bitter

Okay Aidesempai is angry, but how can that make it suddenfgel so cold?Fuukacould not understand the
reasonAidowas looking at her ssharply She shivered as she answered his questidn.. this ... | just want to
thank him for the other day ... ™"

"Is it really just that’?

"Come on, trynot look so terrifyingHanabusa. Damn, you really ax@resident Kurafan, huh?Just hisiaame
in aconversation and you get defensive.

"I am simple person! Do not thik that, Akatsuki”

"Aido, calm down. Look, you scared Fuuka ... Poor thiledpijou intervened an&ain turned to her and smiled.
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"Sorry. You sedjanabusaloes not lile to share the pesident withanyone else ... "djoked with a wink.
Aidoactedwounded,looking away and turninground.

Eeh ..is Aidesempai really angry just because | talked about Kansamea? She stillid not understand the
reason for his sdden an@r, but maybeshe thought,shehadbeen somewhat careless witter words

Ruka, whdhadremainedsilent until now, spoke soothingly Kanamesama is resting in his oan now. Do not
worry, | willtell himthat youcame, OK?"

"Okay. Thank youevy much ... 'Fuukastarted to relax as the air around them gradually warmed, until she
checked the time. God!ls it already so late?"

FollowingFuuka's gaze, everyotmoked at the clok. Ichijougave a hurried nod"You better go back to the
Sun Doms... Sorry to hav&ept youhere so late! For anoment weall forget that youare in theDay Clash

"Oh, no, do not worryit's all been very pleasenPardon me fogetting to talking and losingack ofthe time."
Fuuka was glad thdthijoualways gave hethat kind snile. He was friendly, but she got the feeling that
underneath he was a serious adult who demanded respec¢hat why he was chosen gipresident of th&orm
... Sure. He is very responsible.

Ruka putting orher coat broughtFuula back to the present.Thank you, I've had a great time today.

"We did as well, you should come again."

"Sure, come back agaiWwe'll be waiting"

"Kain,Aido, accompany to Fuuk# exit, it is not good for girl walk alone outhere at this time of night."
"Okay." Kain winked at Fuuka and looked towakdio.

"I do not want to gg¢' Aido folded his arms

"You used to tell me that's dangerous to go alone, righ#¥do, ths is an order from Kanarrsama."

"Hey, you. Don't justise the mme of Kanam-sama foranything you want.'Aido complainedt Ichijou's words.
Momentarily, however, he moved besi#feiuka andeld her arm. "Come on

"Well, well ... Until next time."

Being dragged by Aido towartize exit,Fuuka turned one lagime to shake handwith RukaandIchijou, who
graciously returned the gesture, saying goodbye.

"Sounds good Oh, Kisaragi, do you feel all right
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"Eh ... Me? Why?

"You neverlfeel as if yourbody is heay, or have shudders or anything like thatceatly?

"Eh ... no, I'm fine. Why?"

"Hm? Oh, no, no. It's nothing."

Fuukahad noticed a note of concern in the KQitbne. "Should | worry about my healtlof some reason.?"
"Oh, no. It's just that it's cold, you kndw.

Aidokept walking witlout sayinga word. H looked for a momeriain and then looked awayoheven
stopped to look at Fuuka.

It seems that apparently Aidgempaidoes not like me too well At first glance Aido looked like a very friendly
and ociable person and he hadany fans amonghe students of theDay ClassButhe seems to me hate me
specificallyShe walked behind him as he watched his back.

Kain noticed the pensive and somewhat sxgression orruukas face

Meanwhile, in the lobby athe Moon Dormitory, asoon ag-uukawas gone Ruka's facial expressammpletely
cooled. She looked like porcelaindoll, devoid of warmth antier gaze wasmpty. It was aface that the young
humanwould have beerrightened to see. Howeveshewas gone. No need tkeep upthe pretense

"Ruka, that face is scaty.

"... Well, I'm just tired, Takumsan"

Hegave her alightlypuzzledook, and then looked away Me too," hesaid. "I'm going toinform Kanameof
all this and go to bed. Goaudght, Ruka."

"Good evemg." Rukawasleft alone, gazing into #adark silence of the niglihat stretched across thstill open
doorway.

"That girl ..she isnot aware of anythingis she?" Speaking softly to herself, fineshed her haibackwith her
fingertips, seeming tonergewith the darkness of theoom. Therewas nobodythere to hear herwhisper.
"Sorry ... "

The whispered word heldot a single shred of empathy or feelingwas clear ...d Ruka, there was no reason
to pity "her."

17



Chapter 3

"Goodevening"
"Oh, good evening~uuka We were waiting for you. Come again tonigéth?

At the friendlygreeting fromichijou, Fuuka laughed mdy without realizing itFor three dayshe had been
going every day and she had become less nervous

"Wel ... Taay | brought cookies, wean share then

Sheapproachwith the carefully wrapped pdage embraced againker chestandIchijou accepted it with a
gesture full of elegance.

"Oh,theylook delicious. Later we wiill the maid to prepare a teand try them."

"I'm also returninghe bookyoulent me.l foundit very entertaining!

"Good. The truth is that | lent you begse | thought you'd liké. | will lend youthe next one when you leave."
"Uaa, I'll be waiting!"

"Well, I'll call the othes, wait here aminute, okay?

After Ichijou disappead upstairs, Fuukaatdown on the couchas had become her custarBinceshe had
begunfrequenting theMoon Dormto have teaand chat with Ruka and otheri$ had always been ithe lobby.
Nobody had evetakenherto seeany otherpart of the building, an@f courseshe had not set foot imny ofthe
rooms.

I wonderSouersempai's bedroom is likand the dhers, I'd like to see well, maybe they'll invite me to see
them sometime!The one thing thashe lamented was thalespite themanytimesshe hadgone,shehad failed
to meet Kanane againeven once more. Every nigslheran to theDormwith greathope and excitement boiling
ininside, buther expectations were never fulfilledPerhaps yowill ssehimtoday ...

That night, the first down the staikgasnone otherthan Aido. Ruka and Kain followed.

"Welcome,"Ruka greetedher with courtesy.

"Thanks for having me."

"Don't mention it,"Kain responded with his usual carefree manner.

Ste begarto speak with tlem briefly, butthen fell silent As always, Aido did not deign &pproach her or
speak. Withoudoubt that one littlething had not changed since the first day.
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"Oh, now | remember ..he vice president had to leaweiddenlysome busness and may not comelie said
whenprompted Ruka

"Oh, really? Wow, that igusy.."

Then the maid came and broughtti@y with tea and cakewhich she sebn the table. The cookies Fuukad
brought were also placed on the plate carefully.

"[ S i Q'&aidXKain.
"OK" Was Fuuka'snthusiastiaesponse.

"Fuukawas the one who has brought the cookies," Rinfarmed the other participantef what Takuma had
told her.

"Oh, well, if sadhen | musttry one." Kain, taking one of the crackers, suderaised his voicé Ah, now that |
think of it, RukaThere is one small scienegperimentl wantedto discuss'

"What? Buit was duewasyesterday..
"Sorry, sorry ... but come onpdne a favor.There isa pointl do not understand ..."

With acup of tea in hand, Rulseemed to go silent for a femomentsin thought Aftera brief pauseshe
murmured: 'Well,if nothing can be done ... Than just fobik"

"Thanks! B the way ... sorry,igaragi. We'll be back in a little whilé
"Oh! No poblem, take your time."

Fuuka knew very well that if it came to studiskehad ro right to prevent anything or try holding them there.
In truth, she would havereferred them to stay, buinsteadmerely sent a word of farewedls they left

Well, this is ..Why the hell he's still hereln the terribly awkward silencéhat followed, she triednot to make
noise everby liftingthe cup. She watched Aido through théemmfrom the hat tea as he sat by himself on the
couch across from hewith a seriausface She thought that with the departure of Ruka and Kamfoo would
return to its room. Maybeit would be betterto be alone than in bad companySke could not help dropping a
little sigh, which seemed to capture Aido's attention

"What?"

What? Oh my God, and now | do | sayAlthoughnot surewhat conversation woultbring, Fuuka was ready
to talk.

"Ah ... Please tell me things about Kanas@ma!
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"... Kanamesama?"Aido raised an eyebrow suspiciously. Seeing his expression, faalizad wiat she had
justsaid, but ... it was too lateDamn, | must caltiim Kuransempaito not do so is totally

rude ... Sheonly callechim "Kanamesama" inher mind, whenthinkingof him ...but if speaking aloud, then she
should have called hirduransempai.

Liftingher head agairshe foundthat cold, murderous and disparagingzestaring at helonce more But
however muctshe might regret it. the damage waalready done

"Ehm, | meanKuransempai ... Does Hike candy?
"Who knows ..

"Does he usually eat chocolate?"

"Who knows ..."

"Is there a dessert thdte does not particularly like"
"Who knows ..."

"Whatdoes heeat? Whats hisfavorite dish?

"Who knows ..."

With this succession of replies flécking any wins, Fuukaursedher lipswith rage. What's wrong with hirf? It
wouldn't kill him to help a little.

Seeinghat Fwka had stopped suddenly withsaowl, Aideeyed herwith a grimace of disgust....What
happens now?

"Aido-sempai ... You hate me because I'tinigifan of Kurarsempai,is that right?
"Aha, yes.

Fuuka could not help but give a litdgart in astonishment.

"Chase aather guy ..onejealous person is bad enough."

"Why do you care?"

"What, don' t tell me you haven't felt &"

Fuuka rosesuddenly from thesofg her vision clouded with anger

Eh ...?Herhands and feet suddenly frozélervision momentarily turned black. She could osde a point of
light inthe center,was shdaint from anemia or something?
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"Hey! What's wrong?"

Shefelt that Aido was aying something, yet could nonhderstand. Her body felt like ice and shedtrouble
breathing. Heiripsshook butthe voice would not comeHow cold ..Suddenlyshe felt something wrapped
aroundher body, which trenbled visilty. But what ...”Mustering all hewillpower, she managedo lift her head
and wasmet bythe sight ofAido's concerned face.

She dichot knowwhat she wadeeling, but it seemed that he hastoppedher fall, andnow held her carefully.
Shewanted to thank him, butwas stillunable to utter a word. Hdrsody had no strength lefReadinghe
expression on her fagé\idb, who had become aware of tte#tuation, heldherin his arms.

"Do not make sudden movememn Stand still for a while ..."

Sheswalloved hard while shaking, entsting allher weight to AidoWhat ... warm .2 She felt blood rise in her
cold cheeks a little as she realized that Aido's bodwtlywarm and friendly. The ars of the boy, who at a
glanceseemed delicate, helder firmly, with unimaginabletrength Fuuka's heart trembled? strange feeling
stirred in herchest, unlike a simplanemic spell

"Eeh ... sorry-Im fine ..." sheanumbled trying to separatdrom him.

"I told you not to make sudden gesturésHesather on the couch."You all righ® What the hell happened?”
"l do not know, | suddenffglt dizzy ..."

"Dizzy ..."Aidds expression changed at hearing the word. "Has that happened often lately?"

"Huh ...? What?

"Dizziness."

It was strange, but Aido emed genuinely caterned about Fuuka. For hemiasunexpected that shdegan to
feelnervous. Aido-sempa. ... Is he worriedbout me?Feeling a little guilty, Fuuka made affort to put a smile
on her paleface.

"I'm sorry ... I'm better."

The truh was that hebody stillfelt heavy and strangelyollow inside.

"Do not overstraitt

"Huh...o- okay?.."

"Wait a minute."

From the outside pocket of his jackétidopulled out a small baxHe tookFuuka's hanénd placedtwo small
white pillsinto her palm, which hetook fromcontainer. The box looked like a small pillbox.
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"What is it ...?"

"It is a medicine foanemia, take it.

"A medicine for anemia ... Fuulka openedher eyes in surpriseVhy doedAido-sempaihave pills for anemia?

"Aido-sempai ... Could it binat you have weak health ...?"

"What difference does thanake? Come, take it fast.

Taking a glass of water, she quidklgk the pills The water, stling downher throat, seemed t@xtend a

cooling sensatiothroughout her bog.

"In a little while you wilfeel better. Stay quietuntil then."

Fuuka lay down and closéer eyes.
After a while, possiblypecause othe
effect of medicineshebeganto feel a
pleasant drowsiness.

"You feel better, right?"

Sheheard the sljht creaking of the
sofa, and suddenly felhe pleasant
warmth ather sidestart to withdraw.
Frightened, she reded. No,| do not
want to be alone ...

"Eh.."

Aido turned, looking surpriseétuuka's
small hand held his shirt tightlywith a
sigh,he sat down on the&ouchagain,
trying to make as littlsoundas
possible.

For a while, Aido remained there and
did not stir. He could not do more than
he had done already, which was to give
her the pills. He did not try to dislodge
Fuuka's grip on hishirt. He simply
remained by her side.

Fuuka'ssyes opened suddenly, and

seeing that this was not the ceiling of
her room, shestarted to look around.
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"What? Where am 1?"

"Are youawake?"

Upon hearing Aids voice so closd-uuka relized thatshe was still in the Dormitory of the Moon.

I must have passed out from anemiaQuriously,however, afterhaving slept only a littlevhile, she felt much
better.

"How are you?

"It seems that medicine has takerfedt," shesaid starting to sit up.As she did, she feltjacke slide down her
bodyto herknees.

"Ah. This.".

ShegrabbedAido'scoat and handed it back taim.

"Thank you ..."

"No need."

"I think ...I have to go now. It's too late, and nobody seem&#ohere anymore ..."

Aido put his hands in hisogkets, waiting while Fuuka is preparing to leag alwayshe accompanieder to
the gatewithout sayng much, buit no longer felt so uncomfortableQuite the contrary, Aido walkeduieter
than usual, and seemed telronstanly aware ofif Fuukawasfeeling well or not. It was a strange feeling for
her, she €It overwhelmeda somewhat embarrassed

"Here we are."

Pausing outside the door, Fuuka gave a polite bow.

"Thank you so mucfor today."

"Do not worry. If you getsickagain... just comeand| will sharemedicineswith you agairt.

"Okay. I'll tell you. Well, then ... good night.

After discovering the unexpected kindnagfsAido, Fuuka was very happyoday | could not see Kanarsama,
but I've £en a side of ilo-sempai thathot expeced at all. Besides .Remembering the warmth dfisarms,
Fuuka rested both hands drer cheeks.

"Ah! What am | thinking?"

Walking briskly towardieer bedroom, sheseemed to haveompletelyforgotten her dizziness, or the fathat
for a few moments before, shead beenfelt so bad.
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Fuuka was playing with a little puppytime park. Its fur was soft angleasant to the touchShe lovedgending
the animal to find a red ball thashe threw fothim agan and again, andheyboth ended up rolling on the
ground.

"Aah .." shesighed, "Look howoiledwe have both become! When we return home we will hav&ower, eh?
Holdingherarmsout to the small animalit began to wag his tail witfoy, lickig Fuuka cheeks

"Okay, okay.. we'll stay a while longer."

Getting the message the pppwas transmittingwith his eyesFuuka picked uthe red ballagain

"This timel'll throw it a little further, OK?"

She threw the ball anthe puppy began toun, following it's path.

"Huh?"

Fuuka's body suddenly tensddhe ball had flown so far, too far. The dog, still chasjrtai left the
parkanddashed out onto the highway, whecarswere circulating onstantly.

"Be careful ...I"

Fuuka, with ary of horror, he begasprinting toward the dog. Reaching it, she scooped ihuger arms.The
next instant,she felt hetbody flying through the airgh ...?

Sheheard the thunderous sound of braland then all she saw wake blue skytsetchesout beforeher eyes. |
am ... flying?

The hollow sound dfer own body as it hit the grourstemed alien andistant. She felt nothinglt seemedhat
everything wasappened very, very slowlahe wadying on the asphalt of theighway andsomethirg red
began toflow before tleir eyes.

The ball ?...She tried to reach for it améalized thather arm woulchot move.No. It wasnot the ball.It was
something elseSomethingvhich gradually spread out befoher... this red substance, whidtained the
asphalt. A beautiful deep red’hat is, my ...

"Aaaahhhh!"Fuuka woke up screaminger bodywassoaked in sweat ankder heart beat wildly."What ... what
haswas that?"

A dream ...?Ste did not remember ever having an accident of that kindweher, for
be a dream|t had feltchillingly real.

"Fuuka ... Wat ...?"Kanae, who slgt in the next bedsat upwith narrowed eyes.
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"Ah. Sorry ... |&d a very strange nightmare."

"You okay ...? Wamhe to bring you a ss of water or something.?"
"No, do not worry.If I'm thirsty ... ad I'll go fetch it myself."

"Okey ... well, then good night ..."

"Goodnight."

Kanae went back to sleep right ayaighing heavily. Fuuka rotbeen thebed and went to wash her facé/hat
a strange dream.. that color ... ad blood...

A sudden chill crept intber body, and Fuukaugged herself It was just a dream. Just a drearSBhe repeated it
again and again before returning to helflaybe ifshe fellasleep she might forget.

In the dark, Fuuk&ay there with hereyes open. % sghed. Restlessnessid strange, cold fingersqueezed her
breast. Her nerve were so close to the surfateat the feelingalmost frightenedher.

"What the hell ... ihis..?"

Althoughshewas lying in her warm bedhervoicewasshaking with coldShe could not sleep all night. In the
morning, shegot up withouthavingslept, thestrange ache in her chest still strong.

25



Chapter 4

It was night and onlgne classroonmshowed a light filteringhrough thewindow. During the hour of rest, athe
vampires gathered arounighijous seat

"It's been a week since taking the pillsWwhat is your current status?"
Ruka glanced furtivelgt Aido,leafing through some papers.
"It seems to work."

"But until moretime passes, we cannot be sure, righ®ima Tooya reached into the bag of chocolaked
Senri Shikivas holding

"Listen, you twa.. you haven't even been herfeAido complained, castintpem a menacing glance.
"Butwe are hergonight ..."

"Being hee now,is our way of working with theesearch ..."

The paiworked as modelghey answeredseriously, bualways talked as if they had a blank mind.

"Ah ... kids] know I'ma genius and athat, but you are nojust countingon me? Although | guesst's inevitable
..." |aid Aido, settling his hand dmis chest just in time beforBuka gave him smack

"Not at all. Just thinkyou get along with that girl" shesaid

"What did you say?!"

"Stop it. Hanabusa, Ruka," Kain tried to quiet them.

"Well, Hanabusa, you have more of a hamdhisresearch, so it's OK that yauwe entrusted withthe task’
Ichijougave himone of those kindlgmiles of his,len turnedhisgazeto the front of the classroom! The
teacheris coming'

Aido snatchedhe papers containing his collecteldtafrom Ruka's handsnd returned to his seat. dbave
them a quick glances the teacher arrivedwvithout reading them carefullyHe had already reviewed the
documents, he hadvritten them.

Hehad been takig the pills every day, but . Each day the dose ramed is higher, that's cleafhere was
something other than what was in the charsccording to these, thestimateddosethat Fuukaneeded should

be somevhat lower. Stillwhenshevisited the dormitoryshealways seemed fine, with a smile bar face. It's
starting to show results.
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For a momenthe glancedtowardsthe SunDorm, visible from the windowThere were still many lights ¢so it
seemed there was stithany stidents in theDay Clasawake.In that schoolyampires lived with humansThat's
why ... I'll see this throughAidodid it for he who ruled in the worldf vampires, for Kaname. Thags his duty,
and the reason fohisexistence.
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"Fuuka, let's eat,saidKanae, pullingut her lunch box. Fuuka sat, helteekresting on one hand, elbow on the
desk,staringinto space

"Yeah ..." sh@nswered reluctantly.

"Today they have prepared my favorite dish. What do you think there wibbgessert?"

Fuuka wa lost in thoughtind didn't really hear her friendwhy is it the same dream every night?

If it really was just a dream, there would be reason to take it so seriously, but it was too real. So téal,it
wasunpleasant, almost terrifyingLately Im not very god, probably because of that.

Because of the dreashe had not been sleepindnd becaus of that, her anemidadworsenedprogressively.
Fuuka reached for the pocket of her skBhetook out the little pillsthat Aidohad given herlt wasthe seventh
day sine she started taking the pillshey seemed to help, yet there was still that dream

The sound of the brakes, a cry ... red bloodhy blood

Every time she remembered the dreaingave herthe feeling thather own blood flowedalong the outside of
her body.She tried to forget it, but felt as if fadbeen tattooed behind her eyelids. She could getthat
visionout of her mind It was the first time that somethinlike this had happenedNormally when she hac
baddream,it wasjust a dream. It was normal forget over time.

"What's the matter, Fuuka®re youstill mulling ovetthe St. Xocolat's Day plan?"

"Huh?St. Xocolat's D& Sheblinkednervoudy as she was abruptly returned to reality

Kanae watched her acsse heropen her lunch boxX'Hey, ighat not it?"

"Syes, yes that is! If | start thinking about tblbocolate ... | camot stop,you se€'

"Right. It seems that you take this tedrt, huh? Well, havgou decided what kind of chocolate give him?

"What kind of what?'Fuuka askedjlting her head to one side @Bis was the firstime she lad heard of such a
thing. She caught herself quicklyOh, yes!Chocolatesfor Kuransempai'

"Hey, whad's wrong? What the hell was going on in Davfoon that night eh?"Kanae exclaied, raisingher
voice over the crowdFuuka rushed to silendeer.

"Kanae, do not say soloud..!"
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"Oh, sorry, sorry," She sashruggingher shoulders nervously. Themaking the gesture of wiping the sweat
from her forehead,she continued talking. So ... you've already investigatedhat Kuran-sempailikes, righ?"

"Uh ... well..."

After that nicht they had gone to see Kananthe truth was thatshehad nothad the opportunity to collect
muchinformation. IgnoringAido,who went ballistic wherdKanamewas brought up, thethers had not said
anythingeither. f she triedto ask theyalways managed to sidestep the issue

with an enviable skillln truth, I've always been so enchanted witike ideaof being abldo come and go freely
that I've noteven thought of cadicting nformation or anything that ...

Suddenly, the image of Aitddface flashed througher mind, and Fuukalushedred as a tomato.

"Hey! Fuuka, what's wrongPo you have fever or something?"

"No, no, it's nothing | only imagined Kurasempaicomingto accept my chocolates and ... it'sthimg, nothing
at all," she saidshakingher head energetically.

However muchshe wished to deceiviself, shecould not hide the fact thather heart was reséss.

Why ... Whyam | suddenly thinking of Aidgempai? Worsgthe timeshe remembeed was that night when she
fainted andhe heldher inhis arms.Hiseyes filed with concern, thablue gaze.

Fuukds cheeks were still quite red amchnae smiled.

"Wow, you really like, Kurasempai.”

"Y-yes."

I do like Kanam&samag what has itto dowith Aidosempai?Her heartbeat quickly but it was not arunpleasant

feeling That fact wagxactly what concerned Fuuk@aah! Enough!That afternoonshe wasof course,unable
to eat.
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"Hey, Fuuka. Whatbout that store?"
"Yeah ..."

Over the weekengFuukaand Kanaehad received permission to leave school and go ihe city. The main
objective was to buy chocolate, but fabove dl, it wasto fulfill Fuuka'promisedgratitude forKanae'$helping
in climbingthe wallon her initial foray into the Moon Dorms

"It is certainly much better thaanythingyou could makeyourself. Andbn St. Xocolat's Dagou cantake it first
thing in the maningto the balcony, no?t will be sure tampress. Are & going to see that shop there?"

Kanae wagsisibly more excited than heriénd andshe started pullindgper along. It was then ...
Huh? That is Aideempai ...’ Across the streeshe gimpsedthe silhouette of somenewho looked very much
like Aida He was enteringn alky, accompanied bgnotherperson. And thatperson byyour side ..couldthat
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be Senri Shilsempai?Sinceshe had started visitinthe Moon Dorm, shehad not metShki. But nevertheless, it
was easy to remember the faof a model He wa®ften the talk of theDay Clasgirls.

"What, Fuuka?"

"Ah, eh ... | saw an acquaintanceydnt to say hello tdim, okay? Yogo on, 1l catch up later"

Crossing the roadhe reached the opposite curtizuuka enteredhe alleyinto whichshehad seerthe two boys
disappear. She walked forwarhking aiick steps.Suddenly ke stopped and turnediait ... why the helam |
followingthem? she asked herself. As ifamswerto that question, her heart sgped a beat, makinger feel a
strange heat irher chest. | better go backto Kanae ..shethought, but just thensomethingsuddenlyjumped
from above Jandingnear her.

"Aah!"

The man was much bigger than her and hebiped her from behind, holding her to him. "Hm ... looks delicious
..." he whispered irFuuka'sear, slidinghis tonguealongthe girl's neck.

"Ugh!" W-Whatis this? A pervert? A madman?

"Let her go"

She heard Aido's voice and a moment laterrfd herself knocked to the ground. Sitting up quickly mmding
backto the sceneshesawthat the man whohad attacked was immobilized by what looked kkeshipof some
kind. In her attacker'snarlingmouth, she could clearly see two... FangsP

"What are you ... a noble" thmangrowled with obvious derision.

The whips hoisted him into the aiFuuka wagonfused and disorientate@&hikisempai ... Impossible as it
was it seemed that the whipcame directly fom the tips of hidingers..

"Comeon!" Aidoordered grabbing her armand draggind-uukaalong until they wergunning,although she was
continuallylookingback.Running, running ... out of the larfinally reaching the main road. Theudden glaref
the sunlight hurther eyesa little.

"What were you doingpere?"

"What do youmean? | was justhoppirg and... what werg/oudoing?'

Shiki appeared from the darkss of the alley:I'm done,Aido-san," hesaid,hisskin white as marble. Was so
pale itseemedalmostclear,reflecting the sun.At first glanceit seemedquite impossible that he coulhrow
someone into the & with a whip, as he had domaoments before. "This girl ..Shiki'sgazerested on Fuuka.

"Ah ...this is thatgirl | was talking aboutTheDay Cissgirl."

In an instantShiki's gaze left Fuuka and seemed to turn introspectiVéell, I'm going to continue working ...
See you late.
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"Okay."

After Shikieft, Aido looked somewhat disturbed perhaps annoyed even, Fuuka thought.
"Uh ... ths ... Many thanksof getting rid of that pervert."

"Pervert ...?"

"Erm ... and | have not thanked Skikimpai, pleasegive him my gratitudgetoo. I'mmaking my friend wait, so ...
I'll go, Okay?Fuuka saidgivingthe boy a formal bow and going hwed away.

Aidosempai rescuethe from a pervert ..can coincidences really exdstle thought,her heart beating madly
Her cheeks were so red ... Wiasnly because of theunning?

AidowatchedFuuka disappear among the crowd and ran a hand thrdugthair "A pervert ... Well, ithat's
what you think, then | guess | do not needei@seyour memories..."

Kaname had ordered him to go huntingth Shiki, andhey appeared to have arrived just in time to prevemt
ex-human vampirgrom sinkingts fangsinto Fuukas neck Fuuka was having too many problems lateith
anemia. If that the vampire had attacked ... possililyould haveweakenedhertoo much, maybekilled her. So
... | think I've done for her ... for your sake ...

"What the hellam | thinking? he lecturedhimself, refusing the thougtds he ran his hand through his hair
again.
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Kanamesama, Kanamasama.The one | like is my Kanarsama.

The lights were out anBuukalay tossing andurningin herbed,thinking.Shefelt the needto repeat it again
and again.Sheclosedhereyes, concentrating on trying to see Fage in her mind.Aaah ... no ...! Kanarre
sama, the face that lee is that of Kanameama ...!But every timeshetried, Aido's face appead instead

"Enough ...!I" she growledhuggingher pillow and squeezinber eyes tight."l do not like Aidesempai. Has
cold, unfriendly, cranky..." 8hopenedher eyes suddenly:'But ...he saved me, right?"

The one who had helped her the day @rtainting spell... that had been Aid®f course that must have been
an uncomfortable situation for him, but nevertheldss had taken care of hevithout putting up a single
complaint. Hehad even stayed with her until she felt bettévloreover, he hadavedherfrom the clutches of
that pervert just today.. Herheartwas beating stronglggain. Again.

I donot know him veryvell ... The first impression shiegad of him was appalling. Thereafter, in general, the view
she hadhadnever been too goodsoshe wasot sure thanshethought. But if he really was a bad person,
certainly hewould not have botheredo saveher. Ifhereally was cold, there would o reason for him to
escortFuuka tathe gateevery nightso she wasot alone.
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Aido had ahays been pretty rough with herpshe had never acteeery natural in front ohim.
No, I'm sure I'velrawn a bad impressioof him. | really want t&know better ... S& hungher head thoughtfully.
No, I'm wrong! The one | like is Kaname, the one him@ know in depth is him, not Aiesempai.

But her heart was not under her contrdt was like what she had felthen she first began tolike Kaname. That
feeling that seemed unwitlg to lether breathe. But it wasdifferent too. With Kanameshe hadelt a kind of
nervousness, but this time it.waslike butterflieslivingin her stomach.

"Aah ... What should | do? | do not know what this is, lalgt hot know what to do ..." she mumbleoiirying
her face in the pillow. Sheeaved a deep sigh.

"Ah! | know!" she thought ofomething. I'll givechocolates tdAido-sempaialsa It will be a way to thankim for
all hehas done for me ... a kind o&#r gift. It couldbe nothing but a gift of thanks, that wamt unusua] right?

Okayi,it's decded! The "real" chocolates can gokanamesempai, and can give Aido "thank you" chocolates.
Problem solved. Problem...

Kanaestirred in her bedmuttering. Fuuka quickly coverdeér mouth with both handsOops, carefl, careful.
I'll wake Kanae

Once againshe lay still in bed, pullinthe comforter upover herhead. That way, if she started talking to herself
againit would be harder than théear. | wonder what kind of chocatle Aidesempai would likeThe dayshe
brought cookies to the Mon Dormitory Aidohad takensome, sdhe must likesweets. Althougtof course, it

could be that he liked the cookidsiit maybe not candyOr mayle he was a lover of sweets .Shelacked
information.

"Ugh ... I do not know."

It would be better togivehim somethingnot too girly. It was chocolate, and she didn't want him to
misunderstand. However, if she ggamethingtoo modern and elegant, imight seem she had thought about it
too much

"Chocolatdor Aidosempai ... hm ..."

Frowning under thesheets, Fuuka thought and thought, urdtile satup suddenly.

"Sure, | can ask!"

It would be simple task him directly That way she could avoid committiagy erros. It was just thank you
chocolate after all...Ske glanced at the clock on the beds table. It was quite latdater than she usually

visited the Moon DormsMaybe he's alreadgleeping ... but | have toy. Since they are thRlight Classthey're
probably still up

"If they are sleeping, then I'll just go away againd ifthey're still awake ... then'll attempt to ask’ Fuuka
hurried to theMoon Dorm.
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"B-but how coldit is! | wishl had dressed a bivarmer ..." she mumbled;linging toher coat.

Herbreathhung in the air, crystalline anglhite. She was unsure if theold wason account ohow late it was.
"That's better."Warmingher hands withher breath,she begarto run. Her hair caressetie napeof her neck
slightly with each stePossibl\because of the late houthere was nobog at the front doorso she simpliet
herself in Onceside,she made her way towards the parlor and reached for the knob.

"Fuuka seems to be the ideal subject to test the effect of the pills, fight?

Hearingher own name, she froze still holdingthe knob. The next voicghe head was that of Kain.

"Yes, it is the ideal time. Shehegining to show symptoms. Starting any lateryduld have been more
complicated to observe the progress."

"Yes ... and you are givihgr the tablets regularly, so it is eagyllow the progess"

"Aido, it seems that you get along with the girl, so continuedbservation."

"I'm not herfriend, damn it.She is aimpleex-human vampire..observation is a pain,will not doit."
"Oh, really Is thatwhy you havebeen taking such goodate ofher lately?

"Atthe time | had no choice. Bales, | thought it was a goagportunity to giveher the pills."
"Well, whatever. Anywayor now we will keep watching therogress.

Subject of experimentProgress. Observatio/ordsthat seened very, very faaway, seepednto Fuuka'sars.
Sheremainedparalyzed, unable to lift a fingeShe had o idea whatthey could be talking about.

"I never would have thoght that girl was a vampire."
"The first night, President Kuran noticed by ttmell other blood."
"It's only a matter of time until she falls to a Level.E

The words coming to her from the other sidetbé doorwere strange and foreigrOne thing, however, was
certain- they were talking about Fuuka/Vhat, | am ... a suject of study? Odbservation ... what..? These
tablets thattheyspeakof ... Couldhose be the one&ido-sempai has beenigng me?Fuuka, paralyzed
noticed that her legs were shaking.

"All the datais beindistedhere.Aido hasheen meticulais about itdidelity, soit showsgreat progress."There
was the sound of pagdseing turned, perhaps pages of a baalor something. It was the firdtme Fuukahad
heard Ichijou's voice, normally so kirshund so col andcalm. This was not the Igbu that Fuuka knew.

"I'm regret having to accumulatgata inthis way ... but wénaven'tlong beforeshebecomes azampire;’ A voice
so calm ... itvas scaryWhat ... what are these peoplé®hat are they saying?ampire .... a vampire ... 1?!
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Shewanted to run away, buher legs would not move. Shad heard moreéhan shewould have liked, and
those sharp wordseemed to have beeatched into hetbrain.

"Aido. What doyou think of your progress?"

"The pills are working quiterell. Still, | can'say that thesituation is progresing as well as expectéd.

"She isstill inthe phase when everything sens little more thara problemwith anemia?"

"It seems we still hae some more time before conversion

"Isn't the hope ofleveloping these fisthat they can delaythe conversiorinto avampire?

"Sothey say. That would be ideal. Still, if we did not aagprogress ..."

Vampires are figbnal creaturesls alie. All this must be a lie Fuuka waslesperately trying to thinkher eyes
flooded with tearsThere must be some mistak€his was jusa nightmare. A nightmare, nothing mor8ut she
was awake.Certainly, heproblems with anemia had nothing to with... withthat. |1 am a vampireVhat a
nonsense! Has to be a lidlmost un#le to stand the shoclshe sank down to sibn the floor of theentryway.
"Who's there?"Ruka exclaimeduddenlywhenshe heard the fainsound. Theloorwas abruptly opened
Thefirst person whocame out was Aidd.Y-you ...!"

"Aido-sempai ..."

Aido lowered his gaze to the girl who sat the floor before him withtears streaming down her cheekBuuka
bolted to her feet and turned. She began to run.

"Hey, wait!" He reached to stolper, butshe was already out the door

"Damn...!"Aido ranafter her.

It wasa lie.A bad jokeBut ... Aido's face when he saw herfreghow,that had confirmed it. Althis was true.
He was visibly shocked when he saw hawhenhe realized that she had heard everythikgiukaran without
stopping, biting hidip in angerBut whatisall this...? Shehad trouble breathing antierlegs weregrowing
tired. Shedid not care. Shejust wanted to keep runnintprever. Rin away. Escape relity. Escaperbm the
terrifying ...reality.

It's alie, a lie, adi...!

Aido's eyes had tolber that what she did not want to know.

Really ... it's all true?
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Breathingrapidly Fuuka finally stpped, collapsindgo the ground Herbackheaved with her sobbing breaths
andher tears fellincessantly.

"Why ...? Wy is this ...?"

It was horrible to think everyone wagng. All those people who had bearice to he, not because they liked
her, not because they were nice peoplaitbecausahey saw Fuuka ame kind okubjectin anexperiment.
Theyneeded to leep an eyen her, had beerinviting herto come and gavhenevershewantedso that they
could And Fuuka had noticed nothing. She had blindly gone along and let hersedfitel like a puppet.
"Why ...?"

They said thathe dayshefell, the blood hat had flowedfrom her cut palmsthat redblood, that smell... it was
not that of a humanput a... a ... monster.

Am | a monster?

He heard the sond of footsteps on the grasShestarted as she saw a pair shoes, legs.. she looked up to
find Aidostanding before her.

"Aido-sempai ..."

In the dark, Fuuka's face, pale in tm@onlight, wasasexpressionlesas adoll. The night wd, which lightly
ruffled throughAidos curls made the distance between the two feel cold, frigid.

"Are you dkay?"

"Aido-sempai ... What doeis mean... that | am a vampire?" she asked, her eyes brimming with emotibn.
am a normal girl .I'm not a monster ... or anything like thatl:m not!"

Aido knelt,putting himself at eydevel with Fuuka

"You are anormal human ..for now. But.."

"Whydo you sayor now?"

"Fuuka... lefore ... before entering the Academy, during the summaidays, you had an accideht.

Befae coming to theAcademy ... Fuukahad transferred herdrom another highschool. Howevershe had no
recollection ofwhatever Aido was speaking about

"Anaccident..? But that was only a dream ..Could it have been a real event?
"You had a real accident. A fagadcident..."

"How do you know tat? If even | don't remelver...?"
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But Aido was still speakindWhen you had that accident, you were laying there in a state of ... agooy w¥re
dying. Then ... a purelood vampire who was near trszene, smelled your blood and sawexi. Well, sort of,

anyway... "

Aidds words seemed extremedtjistantand surreal to Fuuka

"Amongvampires, therarethe those of pure bloodbeings withextraordinarystrength and powerWhen
humans arebitten by a purebloodhe or she is turned into a vampir&ventually they begin ttake on their

features ..their bloodlust. And if they resisted taking i.. it meansdeathto a vampire In the end they
become he last link in the scalef the vampires, the level E.

"Why ... whydo you know that, Aidesempai?"

Aido's voice wa quiet when he answered.| &m a vampire. The truth is that all students of théight Class
are. There are very fe humans who know that, but ..."

The truthpierced Fuuka's mind likesharp needleAido, Ichijou,RukaKain and
Kaname ... they werdl vampires. They weren't.. people.

"When you almost dig youwere bitten bya pureblood, and that saved you, because you becaaneampie.
There is no doubt that younemories were manipulated e vampire, butwhen you begatakingthe pills....
it seems theymusthave begun to return tgou as a side effect.

"That's horrible! | do not want this.

"Do you hate that pureblood? If Head not turned into a vampirgjou would notbe alivenow. Does that make
you unhappy?ou would havelied in that accidenbtherwise."Hisexpressioriooked a little irritated.

There was more than that in his blue gaze, however. TWareconfusion, anger, patience ... and mamany
feelings intermingledIf hereally thought that Fuuka wamnly the subjed of anexperiment,would he be

looking like that, now?t should be more ... cold, like she had heard in Ichijou and Ruka's voices

| havehad time to bewith my family, my friends ... all this time, | have been very happy ... And to think | thought
was norma) thatit would last forever . Remembering the facesf herparents aml of Kanaehertearsstarted

to flow anew. Thosehappy days, the time she had had since ebeapeher fate of dying ..it had been worth

the change she did not even knowchhappened But an endindike this... it was too cruel.

"What should | do, eh®hatdo | do now..?" A hand landed gentlgn her head

"Keep taking the tabletsThey areexperimental, but ... for nowhey're all we have."

"Those ... Pill$?

"Yespills | gave you Theyhave the &ility to delay the processf conversion into a vampire. While you are
taking them the procesias been slowing
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Fuuka fixedher eyes on Aido.There was something there in his ey&omething that gavEuukathe feeling
that he was worried abouter. She sghed.

"Okay, I'll take themAlthough it is asbject of experimentation.. | believe in you, Aidsempai’

For a moment, Aido's lips trembledmost imperceptibly.It took willpower to restrairit, he lookeddown at the
floor. "Oh, believe me. Am | a genius, you knbw?

Chapter 5

Fuuka was sitting in bed, stag at the surface of the smadillbox. She did not remember how she had gotten
there. It had to have beeAido. Aido had giverer the box andhe pills inside, too.

These pills ... they really help?One of the small pellets fell into hérand.Verysmall, white ..theyreally
seemedquite normal. Blood Tabletsthat was the name given to théevelopmentl medicine It washoped
that those pills were going to sloWer transformation into a vampirdnto a bloodthirsty monster. will become
... Shestill could not believe it.

"What willbecome of me ...?" shdenchingher fist aroundthe little pillin her hand.

Aido had openly coeksed everthing to her,hiding nothing. He hadxplained everything he knew about
purebloods and what happenetb humars who were bitten by ore. They became&ampires and stoppedbeing
human forever. They would eventually come to a fai@ared byall bload-drinkingmonsters... fallingto level E.

Apparently,the man who had attackelder the previous day in the city had been a leveldthat | saw in his
mouth... those were the fangs of a vampirehosetwo sharp teethshe had seen for only an instantif.Aido
and Shikhad notappeared, they would havaitten her and drank her blood. Suddenilgnically,her
perception of thatsituation had changed from makimgr think ofit as"the time Aido saveane"to "when | saw
the monster will one day beaoe.”

Fallingto Level E . Ske wondered whashe wouldfeel then. Perhaps attadkg your friends... and drinking their
blood. Perhapswhenyou're avampireand drinkthe blood of aother person ... youheart human screams of
horror. She did not wartb become that. Shevanted to live like a normal human.

"Ugh .."

Shecould not escapéer destiny. Aido had explaindtiat. t seemedio Fuukanow that he was verfriendly. It
was better to know what was happening

"And all of themare vampires.. since birth..."

According Aido, all thBlight Classtudents were vampires. Moreover, Kaname was a pureblood, the elite, the
top of thevampire pyramid. Inecondplace there was the "nobletlass to which many of the students
belonged Then there wex commonvampires, then thex-humans.. and finally, at a level so Iadvey did not
even deserveo be in the pyramid .there was he level E. The end of tisgale, those who long for death
deaththat the otherVampires of the pyramid were responsilitegivethem. The higher vampires werehbse
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who were in charge." Fuuka was"that whichshouldbe taken care of."This difference was painful. From the
moment of birth they were differentTheir social range/as totally different. Too different. &ording to the
social scale, Fuukaas no more tharsomething like a pet.

"If the truth is so..." It might have been better if she haat beensaved. Buthen again, she halivedthusfar
and hadnot been unhappy, right? Would she trade back all tHusgpy moments?Aido's words echoed iher
mind and heartand Fuuka felt herself calm

| do not hate anybody, | as far as what is going tleappen now ..it createda painful sensation iher chest. As
much agpart of her want to scream and run,éhe was nothingshe could do. She wagsperate to live each
day thatremaineduntil the end. She wastill herself she would not turn intomething elseShe hado be
herself until the end.

"And so ..l haveno choice but to take the pills.

Theywere the last hope left tder. That which slowetier fall, her only way. A little hope, very small ... but to
whichshe had no choiceut to cling.

Dizziness overtook her. Suddertigr vision turned red, bright red. She was thirsty. $ethat her whole body
was dry. Quicklyshe got thepillsinto her mouthand swallowedhem with a glass of watefrom the bedside

table. She took all the water at once and then lay there, breathing frantically. What had relieved her thast...
it the water ...or the pills?

Fuuka, trembling with feafelt frozen andunable tomove a muscleSomebody save me, somebody save me ...!

The entreaties of the little girtlid not reach the ears of anyone. Amid the dark, Fuuka shrugged and curied up
her bed. Sheantinued trembling all night.
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"Fuuka you're a little pale lately ... Agou sick?'Kanaeasked in concerrwhiledressing for school ni the
morning.

"Huh? Of course not. Nothing's wrong, I'm flhe.

"Well, if so, fine, but.. do yousleep well lately? Yodon't haveanyappetite, either ... If something wrong,
you know you could tell me&)K?

"Yes, | know. Thanks .Kanaés kindness seemed teak intoher chestandhurt a little.
"Well, I'd better go, eh?" Fuukaisl, but when she got up to leave, shegain felt dizzy.

Hervision is clouded, and an unpleasant sensation spread throudgterubody. No ... Shetried to hold back,
but the shoeshe held inher hands slipped fronmer fingertips and fell to the growh

Kanaesaw this andan backto her."What is it, Fuuka!? You losk pale!
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"I'm fine ... if | takehe pills ... I'll be fine ..."

"Okay, lie down a little, comeCan you stand? Lean on my should®e careful with your feet ..Molding the
trembling Fuuka with aher strength Kanagguided her tathe bed.

Fuuka sat down on the edge of the bed dadk one of the pillout of their little box.

Kanaeranto fetch a glass of water:Here, wate. I'll call a teacher, or doctor?"

"I'm fine ...I'm usedto it." Fuukaook the pill.

"I just need tarest for a while now ... then I'll be fine agdin

Without realizing it, one of the pills leiit her weakened hand slippedalling into the water glass.

"Oh, well." Given how important they @rshe hadn't meant to waste ondhe pill, sinking into the water little
by little, begarto turn it an intense, bright redsit melted, almost crimson

"Whata color, it's so ... disturbingruukajs that really medicine?"

"Yes, yes ... quitdt seems thait hassome kind of dye. Netoxic for the body, anényway | always take them
without dissolving them."

Trying to elevat&anaés suspicions, shglarced at the glass a natural mannerSo ... these pills areade of
blood, after all ..She wonderedthe bright, blood red color meant that the pills she had just takew were
becoming... that... insideher. I'm drinking blood .. The form did not matter, the fact of drinkj blood ..she
was a monster-uuka shook his head to get nfithe strange darkness that waaking hold of her

"You okay? You'ddter not go to school todayl'll tell the professorsdon't worry."
"No, no ..I'll justrest a bit anl it will go away. Tethem I'll just be late'

"OK, whatever|'m goingnow, okay? But nooverexertion,"Kanaesaid,lookingworriedly at her friend. She
wanted to stay therend takecare of he, but had tohurry before theopeningclass bell sounded

Fuuka lay in bed, breathing rapidlit.was weird. The pill waskinglongerthan usuato work.

"l have no time ... got t@o to school ..evenif only slightly| still lead a normal life .If only | could tell Kanae
the truth ..." Butshecould not. Normal humans calihot know of the existence afampires. If shéold her,
surelyKanaecould never return to a lifeaormal either. flKanae learned dfuukas fate, perhaps sheould also
dragherinto to the same sufferingShe did notvant to ruin Kanats smile which die loved. So ... shevould
hidethe truth. And whenshefall to Leel E ..she wouldsimply disappear frorkanae'dife without a trace
That was the conclusiaie whichFuukacame

"I'm sorry, Kanae ... sorry .Fuuka whispered, biting héower lipin the silence
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As night fell, and after checking that Kaveas already asleep, Fuukeent to the MoonDormitory. That
building that refleted the brilliant light of the moon ... the home of vampir&e had never imaginedhat
would comeof beinginvited to that place

Aido came to the door. "Aah, it's you. Pills?"

With adeadexpression, completely different toer usualone, shenodded.

"Thenl'll getthem. Want to joinme?"

"No, I'll stay here."

"Whatever. Wait a minute, theh.

And to think thatthis had keen a very fun plact®r her .. Ske did not want to see the faoaf Ichijou, or
anybody. Shewould not see that cal side, hidden behind the mask kindne&glo was also part of the research
team, butshehad decided to believan him. Only in him, he &s the only one who had been honest with her.
"That should do it for a while guess" Aido handed her the pills when he returned.

"Thank you."

"Hey, you're nofeeling good, right? There's no color in ydace.."

"Nothing's wrang. I'm taking he pillsregularly.” She waguick to put a smile oherface.

"Ye® Well, great. But if something changes, come tell me, huh?

"Okay. Oh, and by the way ... very sdionill be St. Xocolat's Day"

Since Aido realized that she would not hold ouich longerhe decided to tellher no more.

"Eeh?Yes, well ..l suppose so ..."

"Whatkind of chocolate do you likditter or sveet?" She remembered that she had decided to give him
chocolate as a thank you. Althoughthetime shedecidedshehad not knowrhow things would turn out.
From that moment, it seemeBuuka's fate had changetiastically ..it had all become stained med.

"Ah. Well ... | liké sweet, but not toosweet If it is verycloying it just tastes bad, you know."

"l see." And to think that | sneaked into thdoon Dorm because of St. Xocolat's Daynd Kaname founohein
the garden.Thatwas how itall started ..It was fairly recent, and yet somehow it seemed a lifetime ago.

"l wasthinking of chocolate gifts thatay..."
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"Huh? What are you talking about?" Aidaid with a shrug, hearing Fuuka wolltlst not understandng them
"You're notthinking of giving it to me, no?"

"Of course not.'ll give it to Kurarsempai, she said.

Hearingherwords, Aido put onan angry expressior'l will not let you give it to Kanam&ma. | will stopyou as
many timesas required.”

"Okay, | accept your challenge!" Fuuka smilegr a moment it seemed thétings were as they used to be

Aidolooked away, tryingot to think about the tragedy that awaited that gitHe escortedFuukato the door.
Once sk had returned tcher own dorm Aidomet Kain

"Akatsuki ..."

"Hanabusashe is thesubject ofanexperiment until the end, he said simply. He did natcuseAido of
anything, nor defendvhat he said Simplynotedit as afact. He wastrying to warn his cousinot too get too
emotionallyinvolved

"I know, damn it. That's obviotsAidogrowledgrumpily and stalked inthisroom, leaving Kaioutside
"We are ... hose whoobserve" Kain murmured with a sign.There's nothing else we can d@/e camot mix

our feelingsin this. If you do ... not onlig itgoing to be painful for her, buor you,too,Hanabusa ... Dgounot
realize that?"
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Chapter 6

"The menuoday is a stewedegetables cooked my
: style,white fishwith aromaticsaucemy styleand steak
' with spinach anathoppedgarlic,my style ... Eh, Yy
3 Zero ... Are you listening?"
l
|

In the private roors of the director ofCrossAcademy
the Chairman'sinvarying voicefull of optimism
chattered on The Chairman's, a junior high student
named Yuuki sadty the window overlooking the school
building ignoring the cursed subject of dinner

"Kanamesama ...You should be irtlassby now.."

/ . N‘A Ny F Hewas an ifinitely wise person. What kind of things
=71 \\ oy | Wi \ | would he be studying...? T&uuki, thatvasavery
‘ ‘ ".: \ intriguingthought TheNight Classvas seekingway for
( | [ humans and vampire® live in peace, so in the academy,
1A / young vampiresvere educatedo be moderateand
{ k sensitive. This was the ideal locatiohheprojecthad
~ begun just few years ago. For the Night Classe
y were no highschool or college courses such,|st
4 ; i | studying for arindefinite time as they pursueahigh

f quality educationVampires livegmany, many years
longer thanhuman, sahey did not have to adapt to the
X short time available to them.
| \ /) ‘
' f ! /o | \ . .
/ | /,’ /- Y o\ "And now, these pills areeing developed to replace
A ,,/ S : ( blood, so they will not have to bitengone. Some

students havanadeexcellentprogress|'m anxiougo
see the results.”

Hearing theChairman's words, Zero gave him a shargated look.

"What a nonsense," hgrowled."To thathope those hungriplood sucking monsters will ever change their ways

"Zero ..! Do not say such things ..YUukiscolded

Zero turned awayvith an annoyedjesture.He slently pickedthe dishesup from the table and disappearddto
the kitchen "I'll wash the dishes."
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"Hey,Chairman.. Do you think Zero will be all right?| wonder ithe will refuseto enter highschool ..."
muttered Yuuki, looking worried.

Zero was a year older than Y, sohe should be enteringigh schoohow. But Zeradid notseem to have
much intention of ding so The reasorhe resisted was quitelear, both to Yuukand Chairman CrosZero
simply did not want tdhave tosee the faces of thstudents inthe Night ClassStudents othe high schooDay
ClassandNight Class livedpart, but they used the sansehoolbuildings for classeZero hated vampires to
the pointthat he didnot wantto mingle with themeven that little bit Tha was the reason.

Zero's family was murdered by an evil vampiréruukiunderstood those feelings. Anyone couldsigine that if
yourloved onesvere murderedyouwould hate the one thahadtakentheir lives That was quite natural. But
still ...No need to hate even Kanarmsama ... Kanameama is good He was he vampire who saved her life.
He wasalwayspolite and gentle with hetHowever, no mattemany timessherepeated the words "There are
alsogood vampiresZero did not seem prepared to agiet in the least.

Well, next year, onckm inhigh school ..Zero willgo too,no matter what! Yuukiclosed the curtaingjuietly
making a gesture of war

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

It was night three daysafter the incident in the city Fulkawas went to bed rather sooner tharormal. She
was paleandexhaustedas she lay ibed. | feel bad ... andpset ... ugh ...

Shehadfelt sick since the morningo shetried not to exert herselfNormally, when night fellshe would feel
better, buttoday shecouldnot get rid ofthe feeling, eventiough the surwas gone. Instegdt was getting
worse.

I'm not sick, but.. I'd better take the pillsShe tookout the little pill box and slowlyat up from bed Kanaewas
in the shower. If she concentrated, she could hear the water flowihgeemed thaher friend would still be in
there for a while With great effort,shemanaged to start w&ing. Eventhoughthe bathroomwas not far, her
legsfelt too heavyand to her itseemedthat it wasmilesaway. Hervision gradually cloudedHer sight began to
fail her and thesound of the sbhwer became farther and fartheaway ... to the point where ivas completely
lost and she no longer knew if shegstanding or sitting.Herarms andegsstopped workingand her heart
began to beat very fast, werydisagreeablavay.

Just beforeshe lost consciousness, Kanzmmeout of the shower.

“I've finished! Your turn. How did. Kanae walked out the laroom in a towel and saw Fuuka on the floor.
"Fuuka! Are you okay?"

"Y-yes ..."
"No you are notdamn it. You lok pale! Where's your medicine?"
With a trembling hand, Fuuka showédr the pill she had inher hand.

"I'll get you water now, be calm."
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Shereturned immediately with a glass and, holding Fuuka, helgayet a pill intoher mouth. 'Fuukahereis
the pill, dink it now. You hear me?

Fuukafelt a pleasant sensationThrough her cloudy senses, there seemed to come talsveet and \arm
aroma. A scent, a flavowhich attracted her, calling herdereyes opened suddenbnd she found herself
looking at her friend Ah ...it's Kanaesmell.. But it wasn'tthe scentof shampoo or perfume. It was ...
something that made her writhe inunger. That smell.

"Hey,what's the matter... Are you well? Come, takotherpill, just in case."

Looking around, Fuuka souglet origin of that sweet smeNVith her hair wet andpulled backKanaés skin
was exposed. White, soft transparent... so pale with blue ves. Those veins that moved to eadwobat of her
heart. Throbbing... Fuuka's heart started beating at thensa rate as that of her friendt seemed ... delious.
Extremely... deliciousShe swallowed roughlghewas thirsty.Shewas not satisfied witlonly thepills. Having
something much more delicious than the pills right in front of wes..

"Fuuka? Are you listeningRanaewas beginning to realize thabmething strangavas happening Fuuka didn't
seem right. Kneelindg-uuka's handfastened tightly takanae'shoulders.

"Ow!" Ste had an extraordinary strength and Kanae expression turned troubled, feigiitenedas she looked
at herroommate.

"Fuuka, something funfg/going onY-Youreyesare all red andyour mouth ...Aaad" The frightened/oice
became a cry of horroihe next instant shielt a sharp pag of pain. Her friend's face was pressed against her
neck. Or... orshewas doing something else ...

"Fuu ... ka .

Two white fangs protruded frorRulkas mouth fangs whictpiercedKanae's neckccurately cutting into her
veins. Kanae heard a sucking sounker blood. Fuuka was sucking her blood. Then blackness came and the
sound of Fuuka's rapid, furious swallowing was lost to Kanae in the haze

Delicious ... simply deliciousl want more ... more Euuka was completely beside herseifthat room there
was onlyavampire ... andher food. There wereno girlfriends, no roommates, was justthe predator and the

prey.

The vampire Fuukgot drunk insideon the taste of blood. It was the first time she had had it. It was

intoxicating. She was still hungry, not yet satisfied. Sfated more. Kanaday powelrless in her unnaturally
strong arms Her soul was dyed a deegieep crimsorred. Completely losin hersatisfaction, Fuuka had lost
herselfcompletely. Shedid not know how much time passed bef@he began to come back to hersagfain.

It was with a strange chill that eyes opendduh? What am | doing here ..8he wa®n the floorandprepared
to stand up whenshe saw Kanae'snconscioudody beside her. The girl wasite as paper, as if nblood
remainedin herveins.Her eyes were closed and heaiir still wet.It didn't appearto have beertoo longsince
she had leftthe shower.

43



"Kanae, what happened ...?" She touched her friend's cheek and fooold iasice. It was therthat she
noticedthe two smallpunctures on her friend's neckl hey were, without aoubt, the markof the vampire
fangs A vampire...?Fuula covered heown mouth with her hands.

"N-cannot be ..H-have | been? Have | doneid " Unwelcome understanding crashed in upon hee 1&bked
down at her hands, hands that westill sticky coveredwith reddish fluid. Looking around, e saw tlat there
was blood all over the floonWhat have | don@!

"Kanae]'m sorry! Are you okay? Wake up! Please, wake up!" She csitlaklhg thelimp bodyof her friend.
As she moved her, moit@ood flowedsluggishlyfrom the openwound on Kanae's neck

More ... More ... Look at hespsweet and delicious Thefrightening andnexorabledesire began to revive
inside of FuukaShehad drunk Kande blood The blood of her best friendSke had been drinking ... the blood
of a human.

"Aaaaahhh!?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Fuukaknocked franticalland Aido, who wastill on the ground floor, opened theain entrance with an
annoyedgesture.

"What's the matter?This isoutrageous, | already gave you the pills..."

Aido's beautiful face froze shifly as his gaze landed dme girlbefore him. He archedn eyebrow. Hasmelled
blood. 'Hey, didyou..?" Hesaw the blood all over her clothes, and his expression frightened Fuuka.

"Ssempai ... | ....l. Kanae...!I" Shdegerately wanted to explai, but her sobs prevented her from
communicating coherently

"You have drunkomeone's blood..." Aido's voice was an unexpectedly boftpw whisper.

"Kanae ... What will | do? | do not know dolnot know if she's alive or dead... she's.natot moving!"
"Kanae? Ishe your roommate?"

With tears streaming from the eyes, Fuukadded

"And the pillsDidn'tyou takethem?" Aido seize&uukaalmostviolently by the shoulders.

"l have been takinghem! Always, withoufail..."

"Thenwhy..?" Aido'sexpressiorwas frozen iragonizedshodk. "@uld bethat ... Did yougrow immune to the
effects?”

Aido knew that over time, bodies could become accustomed to drugs and build up a resistance to them, which
meant that over timehe effectwould begin to disappearMaybe ithadworkedat first, butover timeFuuka
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had built up an immunity to drug the same way that virusesan become resistanb antibiotics, andhe drugs
stop working.

"They ... theydst thetheir effect on you ... touldnot have pedictedthat.” It was the first timghey were
testingthose pills, sghe result was something quitenpredictable.

Aido knew they could not stay here long like thisie Test of theNight Classtudents wouldsoon notice the
smell of blmd and it would draw them. "Come to my roomg kaid pulling her into the buildingvith the
intention of carryincher there if he had to

That was when Shiki and Ichijoamethe stairsbehind him "Wait, Aido. What happeneis$ our business too,
not just yours We all want to take care of her," Ichijou said, shooting
a worried look at the girl.

"Ichijou ..."Aidostepped slightly in front of Fuukasto defendher. The girlwas walkincghunched over, very
slowly.

"Look,the mostimportant thingnow is to calm down,Ichijou glanced at Fuulsahidden face. "Take some
encouragement, Fuukayour friendss stillalive. Ruka and Kaiwent there as soon as we were informed,
they're taking care of her."

"Kanae .." She's alivelFeeling as i geat weighthad beenlifted, Fuuka began tory in
relief. "Thank God, thank goodness ... | thought | had killed Kanae ... But .
how did they get there so fast...?"

Ichijoufrowned and looked at Aid@eeming a bit uneasy'The truth is that ..since yesterday, we've had a
watch on you all the time,"d confessed.

"And you didn't feel that you needed to tell methought she was my assignm&hiido asked, eyes narrowing
"Yesterday, Kain seemed to think thatu wereno longer able to be .abjective and

distanton the subjectAnd Shiki told me whaappened in the city ... welldecided that this timet would be
better to do it without you"

Aido's lips tightened alearly annoyedesture

"Well, as | said beforgiour friend is alig, but has lost much bloo&he'll need taestfor a few days."

Fuukahad finally managed to calm down a bit, and sheddered."I'm ... I'm horrible ... | do not think | can see
Kanaeagain..." she murmured;rumbling toher knees on the floor. Notrdy hadshedrunk the blood oher
friend, butshe knew shéad beenon the verge of killing her.l on't know what

to do now.." Shedid not thinkshecould ever get rid of the weight of sthe had committed.

Ichijou knelt andegan to talk quietlyo calm Fuuka, who seemed desperdi/e have erased your friend's
memory, so do not worry. She whiklieve thatsheslippedin the shower, nothing moré.

"Eeh ...?"
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"You toohad your memoriegrased when you had that accidenight? It's the same ting."

"But ..." The image of Kanae, lying on the ground and surrounddeebgwn bloodreplayed again behind
Fuuka's eyes. "But | caot go back to her any moréoould endangeher again, and | cannot..For the sake of
her friend she knew she hai leave. Because, ihe continuedto live besideher ... when she did falio alevel
E,she wassureit would also endhe life of her friend.

"Well ... you're right. | mean ... when you fall to Leveiday thirst will be insatiablewithout limitation or
conscience whatsoever. You make a vdeeision Fuuka,'Ichijouconfessed softly, fixing a soothing look on the
trembling girl. That time is coming, so it.would bebetter to keep you in a kindf isolation ... until then. You
can staywith us, under our constant vigilance, and avoid hawng dangerousontact with the outside world ...
as your condition worserls

"You meanin other words ..."

"Yes, wait for death in solitudeShikispoke for the first time. Hbit the tip of his fingerthe drop of
bloodthat rolling downhishandformed a whip whictiangled around Fuuksitbody

"Aahh!"
"Shikiwhat the hell are you doing?!" Aido demanded.

/< y &l & Itwas Ichijou, rather than Shiki, who respondetim"
5 Vi 7] vy =~ sorry, but ... we have to keep heontained The speed
N il X, at whichshe is degrading is alarming. For the sake of the
£ 4 ‘ o= \}( N\ -~ school and the other students, we aaot allowher to
\( < NP ,.) B ‘\\\ . leave these wallander any circumstancetet alone set
\ /) ™~ 4 ! foot in your bedroom."
!

"But ..! She ... She still has notlé to Level EWe are
A P : examiningthe effects of the pls, maybe we can stop the
', ' A amd \NA 3 progress ..."Aidoargued emphaticallyclenching his
' AN fists tightly. Fuukarealized that he washaking.

' 4

\ R “»d \. ‘»\_ W\ Aido-sempai ...A strangdeeling grippecher chest
) f \ \\\f tightly. Yau ... reallyaretrying to saveme...

\ "I understand how you fegl da But still ..you
: _ understand thatn her state, she cannot return to
8 [ ; school, right?"

"I know! But ..."

'r\'\ R N "Aido. Enough" The sound of the soft voice suddenly
VY &V brought a new tensiona the atmosphere of the lobby.
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Nobody had noticed his arrival, but absolute silefeleand all eyes turned to the figure coming down the stairs.
"Kaname ..."

"President Kuran ..."

"We are sory to have made so much noiséidogave hima formal bow quickly relaxing his expression

"Never mindBut ... What's wrong, Aido ...Kaname's gaze fixed on the boy, despiite fact that the look in his
eyes seemed to say that he already knew

"She ... she belieddn me, and haseen taking the pills..andnow | ... | can not betray her, | cannot ..." Aido's
voice trailed off and he bit his lip, hanging head.Heknew thatto show that kind of attitude against Kaname
was rude and unforgivabléut he could not stophimself

Kaname took in the scenhis gaze lingering a moment on Aido before he nodded ornagndérstand. Thegirl
will be left in your care."

Ichijou and Shiki shared a laok8ut Kaname..!"

"Enough, Ichijou, Shiki."

"... Yes, sir." Ichijou nodded and Shiki just keptbiad down while Kaname ascended the stairs again.
"Well, we're out of here,’Aido announced, takinguuka by the arm and startirig dragher away

"I'm cold ..." she murmuredRealizing thashe had leftin only her pajamas.

"Here, take this," Aidoad to the trembling girlhandingher his jacket.

"Many thanks," she said in appreciation, wrapping herself in the garment which was steeped in Aido's body
heat.

They walked through the garden covered with the darkness of night. Across thewtiadl, distancepart of the
Sun Dorm was just visible, it was only a glimpse the sight was enough to malkeiukafeel a strange longing.

I'll nevergo back thereagain ...It was like saying ... that she could never return hor&&ceshe had come to
this academy, every ddnyad beerfun. She had never really had time to miss her family, bidow Iwish | had
calledthem from time to time, at least .. Sheknew ifshecalled them now, she wouldnot be able tostop the
tears.The decision not to waske asharp swordoiercing her chest

To dispel the feeling shapenedher mouth and startecto talk.

"Aido-sempai..."

"Tell me," hereplied, turning Hiseyesshone inthe darknessput for some reason, Fuukaas not afraid
Because it was Aido, wtadone had saveter, the only one whatayedat her side.
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"I have a favor to ask..."
"Well, Let's hear it."

Encouragedbut still a little fearful, Fuuka began to spealkWhile | am stilme ..."The night wind blew hard,
making the treetops swayhe€ air was humid and heavy, it seemed that it would sgon.Although, in
contrast, the air around them was the two of thesaemedimbued with a strange magic, a different feeling.
the silence Fuukafelt nothing but a strange emotion. It waisne. dist then,she would not let anyone interrupt
her. Hethumble wishhadto be fulfilled, for sure. If ithis world there was no place even for small request,
then it wasa world so horrible thashedid not careif it was destroyed.Ske did not care becae shawas selfish
andarrogant ... becausshecould not

feel attached to anyone, now ... so sheuld only think abouherself Because this wdser last wish.

"Please #l me ...now, with your own hands."
Aido's eyes widened with surpris#8ut-Butwhat ...?"

"I've decided," be continued, fixindner eyes on the blue eyes tfie youngvampire. Shewas not going to
shrink, no longegoing to beafraid. She simphjhad no timeleft for that.

"Look, tere is still time!lt could be quite a whiledfore you begin to falll  We're still working itmprovethe
tablets, so do not say that!" he protested

But Fuuk&ept hersteady gaze fixed upon him, without trembliagen alittle. "Sorry, but I've already
decided."

Aido chuckledaintly at her familiar stubbornness
"I've alreadybeen ready to kill Kanae. | did not want to be so, and yet | haea unable to control myself."
"If youcandrink the blood of the vampiravho bit you, you will stabilize. Even mine might help

"No, you do nbunderstand..." shénterrupted Aido'swords He was judirying to lengthen the conversation.
As ifthere were actually optionsAs if in realithe had way to do that. Aido was just trying to convince her to
get some more time, but the real possibilityat thiscouldhappen ... simply did not exist.

"I will not be a hindrance forou, more than I've already beemesides ... | have no time. | know, | fiééhside.
Little by little ... theperson | am is disappearind.ivant ... blood ... | ...Thrst .... | want ... blood ..The vampire
who had stirred withirher was even now trying to break free. Streew that ifshe failed to concentrate, it could
take control at any time

"If you're the one who ks me, do not mind dying ..." she smil&heremembered Shiki's wordsbout, "dying
alone". "If | fall to Level E ... | wilbt be me,l willbecome a monster ... all this after having been isolaed
slowlysuccumb Iknow | will die anyway, but ... | do not wahto end like that. Nolike that."

Aido stared intd~uuka's facevith a pained expression. So she was that kind of perSbe.kind of person who
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would jump a wallout of love for KanameA person whalid not mind skipping the rules ... A givho always
seemed to have fun ahbehappy, talkative as a bird. That girl who at first seemed so silly, so absurdjifThat
named Fuuka, who was in some ways, so much like him.

| see... underneath you really are a serious guy, Aido. And also somehow... inkeahathoughtthat, Fuuka
realized something.

"When | fall tdevel E.. you noblevampires will hunt me, right?"
They were "Those who were in chargé:Uuka was ... "Thathich should be taken care .bf

In that case...

"Then ket mechoose who | want to humhe." Thele was not a shred of doubt Fuuka's eyes. Shtased
resolutelyat the vampire oppositéier. 'Only you ... you have stayed with me until the end and you were my
only ally. | want yowo be the one tdkill me. | donot want to die at the hands of someknown vampire.l did
not want mourn in front of him.Just beforeyou, who known Imade all the effori could to stand firm.You will
forget me someday, but ...I' have to smile all the way. | wahimto remember me with a smile on the face.

"Why me?Don't yourealize thatl used you?"

Fuuka puther finger to his lips Aido, interruptingiswords."Shh,| did not want to hear you say anything elde.
am already very happy So | did notvant youto say anything, not a word. do not hate you:

He smiled. A slight smile, almost imperceptible, almost transparent. A painedfsomi¢he bottom of the

heart. From the beginning-uukahad clearly not wanted to fall ta level E. She had resistedtibborry. She

[ would not be a monster. dway. Aidoknew there was
only one way that he could give her that, only one way
to ensure that she would not have to suffer through the
horror of the fall

K- (/ e O "... lundersand." Aido acceptedoftly.
Z j) ‘ ‘f His special abilitwas ice Inthe quiet garden ader the
J moonlight, the air began to cool. Aido toblkr hand

holding it tightly. In his otheg sharpice sword formed.

,if'/ g 1 "So ... okay ..." he murmured mBracing Fuuka's body

with onearm, he lookeddown at her with eyes full of
. — kindness.

dl i1 &8 2\ \ | Y ) She absed her eyes ansimiled. It was a calndlee
|\ '-“\\‘w” A ‘_“_J)g D\ ) : y ndeep
JI TRNSY NLs DA MW oex=E smile
' x| H ‘»r b o N /// ! | N \\
‘ ‘l X 4 A} - . - -
VAR = /4 &P ! Aido hesitated, but &did not want her tosuffer. With
‘ Nty \/\ o [~ |8 one clean downward stroke, fdrove the sharpce
Mol N blade into her chest.
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"Uhn ..." the girl's face quivered.dhill spread through her bodshrough the monster within herslowly
freezing it all ... something that, for her, was the final salvatithido-sempai ... .. Can | ask one last thing ...?"

"Sure ..."

"What would you think if were to say ... | love you?"

Aido's face paled with deepexpression ofmournful bitterness. "You're too honest... I'm sorry ... "
"Never mind. | ... | ... | love you, sempai. And that's why I'm happydie in your arms ..." sh&miled again,
with a pleasant feeling, full inner peace. Wilte lastof her strength, shdaid hericy fingers over the warm
cheekof the vampire.

How warm ... despite being a vampogice... he's so warm ...

"Fuuka ..." Aido's voice whispering her name was soft and strangled.

To hear Aidaall her by her first namike that filled her withan enormous feeling of happiness. time her
smile wadrom the deepest parts of helneart. That innocent smile ...

Thanks, sempai ...

Herlips moved, but her voice could not make those last words. The hand that rest&d@s slid awaylosing
to the force of gravity. Fuuka's eyeksed slowlyas if in sleepHerface reflected calm, happinessHerlast
wish was fulfilled.

Aido knelt there, motionless. Looking aherin hisarms. The Fuuka théte should be emhbacingslowlyturned
to dust. Her body, her smile they weregone forever.

... There was only cabess left

The powder in his hands slippadaybetweenhisfingers, dissipated in the
wind.

"An exhuman vampire ... | ... | thoughtduld save.." Compared with a vampire, a human life was a moment.
Tiny, insignificant ... but Fla's life ... was even shorter. It was inevitable, lilif the loss made him feed
terrible pain, stining sharply as ifa stakehad been driverthroughhis chest.

After a few more momenthe rose from thecoldground,staringinto the voidbefore him Hefelt the tears
rolling down her cheeks. Vampieyes looked at the skgpvered by clouds. That look was his
prayer to the deada prayerfilled with pain.

"I ... 1 will not meddle witlex-human vampires again. Theand us we are .too different. | knew it, and yet ..."
He had collaborate@n the researctof the blood pills. In allkelihood he would playa part in future research
as well What had happened to Fuuka, what he had had to do... it was a noble vampulaty, a job required.
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So why... iy didhe feel that emptiness imischest,so much sahat
he couldalmost feel the cold night wind pierd¢krough to his solid What was thistrange feelindearing him?

Rain began to falfrom the cloudy skylight at first but quickly becomingnore intense soakingAidos clothes
through to the skin The unending rain caused the inevitable feeling as if thenslgycryingvith him. Let t rain,
then... He thought standing without moving, letting himself be soaked by the teardrops from thetks@pefully
the waterwould take withit some of hignfinite sadness. But the rain was not like Fuuka's mem8he had
beenbrilliant and interselike sunlight, he thought with amile ... ke things that did not belong in theampire
world. That...that was whathe wanted for her.

"Bye, Fuuka ..." he slowly opened his fists, wihiatl remained tightly shut until then. The last bit of dudt ie
his hands, was washed out ... and disappéar

Following that event, Cross Academy establistvenl prefects whoguarded the entrance tdMoon Dorm Yuuki

Cross anderoKiriyuu

THE END
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